Introduction
The order Cumacea comprises a group of small crustaceans belonging to the superorder Peracarida and the subclass Malacostraca. Today, there are more than 1,593 species described that are divided into eight families and 138 recognised genera (Anderson 2010). These small crustaceans are benthic and live mostly half-buried in the surface layers of fine sediment, detritus, sandy substrates, rocky reefs and fouling organisms (e.g., algae, sponges, hydroids and bryozoans) (Heard et al. 2007) . Furthermore, according to Bacescu & Petrescu (1999) , the cumaceans are primarily marine (90% of species), but they can also be found in brackish environments (6%) and freshwater (2%); the depth distribution is from the intertidal zone to 8,100 m. In addition Bacescu & Petrescu (ídem) indicate
